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Demographic Profile 
Pennsylvania 

 
Population Growth: The total population of Pennsylvania increased by 3.4 percent over the past decade to 
12,702,379.   
 
Age and Sex: In 2010, Pennsylvania had a total population of 12,702,379 ‐ 6,190,363 males (48.7 percent) and 
6,512,016 females (51.3 percent). The age structure of the population in 2010 was as follows: 25.0 percent of 
the population was under 20 years old, 59.5 percent was 20 to 64 years old and 15.4 percent was 65 years or 
older.  
 
Race and Ethnicity: For people reporting one race alone, not of Hispanic ethnicity, 79.5 percent were White; 
10.4 percent were Black or African American; 4.4 percent were Other Race Alone.1 A total of 719,660 or 5.7 
percent of the population were Hispanic.2  
 
Households: In 2010, there were 5,018,904 households in Pennsylvania. The average household size was 2.45 
people. Families made up 65.0 percent of the households. This figure includes both families with (26.9 percent) 
and without (38.0 percent) children. Of families with children less than 18 years old, 18.3 percent were 
married‐couple families, 6.5 percent were female householder families with no husband present, and the 
remaining (2.2 percent) were male‐headed households with no wife present.  
 
Education: During the period 2008‐2012, 27.0 percent of Pennsylvania residents had earned a Bachelor’s 
degree or higher. A total of 1,013,820 or 11.7 percent had not completed high school. 
 
Income and Poverty: Households with incomes of $25,000 to $49,999 (24.4 percent) made up the largest 
percent of households in Pennsylvania in 2008‐2012. 
 
In 2008‐2012, the overall poverty rate for Pennsylvania was 13.1 percent. The poverty rate for the population 
under 18 years of age was 18.4 percent, compared with 12.3 percent of people 18 to 64 years and 8.4 percent 
for those aged 65 years and over. A total of 292,539 or 9.1 percent of all families had incomes below poverty 
level. In 2008‐2012, 15.3 percent of families with related children and 39.2 percent of families with a female 
householder and no husband with related children present had incomes below the poverty level. 
 
Class of Worker and Occupation: In 2008‐2012, 82.9 percent of the workforce was private wage and salary 
workers; 11.6 percent were federal, state, or local government workers; and 5.4 percent were self‐employed 
in their own (not incorporated) business.  
 
The top occupation group for the civilian employed population 16 years and over in Pennsylvania in 2008‐2012 
was Management, business, science, and arts (35.9 percent).  

                                                            
1 Other race includes those who identified themselves as American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander, 
   Some Other Race and Two or More Races on the 2010 Census form.   
2 People of Hispanic origin may be of any race.  
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Total 12,702,379 421,325 3.4%
85+ 305,676 68,109 28.7%
65 to 84 1,653,631 -27,967 -1.7%
46 to 64 3,374,568 732,020 27.7%
33 to 45 2,084,900 -396,228 -16.0%
19 to 32 2,302,285 159,234 7.4%
14 to 18 870,081 23,335 2.8%
11 to 13 470,562 -44,545 -8.6%
6 to 10 762,907 -86,372 -10.2%
0 to 5 877,769 -6,261 -0.7%

Population Growth by Library-Defined Age Group, 2000 

to 2010 

Age Group 2010

Change

3,270,584 3,179,390 

4,254,648 4,000,934 

2,836,657 3,562,748 

1,919,165 1,959,307 
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Population Total, 2000 and 2010

2000 2010
Population Growth

Total Population 12,281,054 12,702,379

10-Year Growth N/A 3.4%

Diversity

White Alone, Non-Hispanic 84.1% 79.5%

Black Alone, Non-Hispanic 9.8% 10.4%

Other Race Alone, Non-Hispanic 2.9% 4.4%

Percent Hispanic 3.2% 5.7%

Aging

Percent 65 Years and Over 15.6% 15.4%

Households

Percent Married Couple with Own Children 21.8% 18.3%

Percent Living Alone 27.7% 28.6%

Key Indicators

Source: Decennial Census 2010, 2000, American Community Survey 2008-2012
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Pennsylvania

AIAN Asian NHOPI

Some Other 

Race

Two or More 

Races
A. Total Population

2000 Total 12,281,054 10,322,455 1,202,437 362,074 14,904 218,296 2,691 13,086 113,097 394,088
2000 pct of Total 100.0% 84.1% 9.8% 2.9% 0.1% 1.8% 0.0% 0.1% 0.9% 3.2%

2010 Total 12,702,379 10,094,652 1,327,091 560,976 16,909 346,288 2,715 16,469 178,595 719,660

2010 pct of Total 100.0% 79.5% 10.4% 4.4% 0.1% 2.7% 0.0% 0.1% 1.4% 5.7%

B. Population by Major Age Groups by Race and Ethnicity

2000
0-19 3,270,584 2,565,117 408,972 131,792 4,253 63,788 823 7,150 55,778 164,703

20-64 7,091,305 5,995,674 671,598 210,193 9,408 143,295 1,639 5,426 50,425 213,840
65+ 1,919,165 1,761,664 121,867 20,089 1,243 11,213 229 510 6,894 15,545

85+ 237,567 221,641 12,809 1,830 111 744 41 54 880 1,287
2010

0-19 3,179,390 2,266,189 416,019 206,846 4,338 93,942 724 7,775 100,067 290,336
20-64 7,563,682 6,064,158 780,392 319,986 10,833 227,852 1,811 8,137 71,353 399,146

65+ 1,959,307 1,764,305 130,680 34,144 1,738 24,494 180 557 7,175 30,178
85+ 305,676 283,986 16,436 2,721 186 1,586 20 53 876 2,533

C. Age Mix for Each Racial and Ethnic Group

2000
0-19 26.6% 24.8% 34.0% 36.4% 28.5% 29.2% 30.6% 54.6% 49.3% 41.8%
20-64 57.7% 58.1% 55.9% 58.1% 63.1% 65.6% 60.9% 41.5% 44.6% 54.3%

65+ 15.6% 17.1% 10.1% 5.5% 8.3% 5.1% 8.5% 3.9% 6.1% 3.9%
85+ 1.9% 2.1% 1.1% 0.5% 0.7% 0.3% 1.5% 0.4% 0.8% 0.3%

2010
0-19 25.0% 22.4% 31.3% 36.9% 25.7% 27.1% 26.7% 47.2% 56.0% 40.3%

20-64 59.5% 60.1% 58.8% 57.0% 64.1% 65.8% 66.7% 49.4% 40.0% 55.5%

65+ 15.4% 17.5% 9.8% 6.1% 10.3% 7.1% 6.6% 3.4% 4.0% 4.2%

85+ 2.4% 2.8% 1.2% 0.5% 1.1% 0.5% 0.7% 0.3% 0.5% 0.4%

D. Racial and Ethnic Composition of Each Age Group

2000

0-19 100.0% 78.4% 12.5% 4.0% 0.1% 2.0% 0.0% 0.2% 1.7% 5.0%

20-64 100.0% 84.5% 9.5% 3.0% 0.1% 2.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.7% 3.0%

65+ 100.0% 91.8% 6.4% 1.0% 0.1% 0.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.4% 0.8%

85+ 100.0% 93.3% 5.4% 0.8% 0.0% 0.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.4% 0.5%

2010

0-19 100.0% 71.3% 13.1% 6.5% 0.1% 3.0% 0.0% 0.2% 3.1% 9.1%

20-64 100.0% 80.2% 10.3% 4.2% 0.1% 3.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.9% 5.3%

65+ 100.0% 90.0% 6.7% 1.7% 0.1% 1.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.4% 1.5%

85+ 100.0% 92.9% 5.4% 0.9% 0.1% 0.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.3% 0.8%

E. Population Growth

2000-2010, Change

0-19 -91,194 -298,928 7,047 75,054 85 30,154 -99 625 44,289 125,633

20-64 472,377 68,484 108,794 109,793 1,425 84,557 172 2,711 20,928 185,306

65+ 40,142 2,641 8,813 14,055 495 13,281 -49 47 281 14,633

85+ 68,109 62,345 3,627 891 75 842 -21 -1 -4 1,246

Total 421,325 -227,803 124,654 198,902 2,005 127,992 24 3,383 65,498 325,572

2000-2010, Pct Change

0-19 -2.8% -11.7% 1.7% 56.9% 2.0% 47.3% -12.0% 8.7% 79.4% 76.3%

20-64 6.7% 1.1% 16.2% 52.2% 15.1% 59.0% 10.5% 50.0% 41.5% 86.7%

65+ 2.1% 0.1% 7.2% 70.0% 39.8% 118.4% -21.4% 9.2% 4.1% 94.1%

85+ 28.7% 28.1% 28.3% 48.7% 67.6% 113.2% -51.2% -1.9% -0.5% 96.8%

Total 3.4% -2.2% 10.4% 54.9% 13.5% 58.6% 0.9% 25.9% 57.9% 82.6%

Hispanic or 

Latino

Other, Non-

Hispanic

Black, Non-

Hispanic

White, Non-

Hispanic

Total 

Population

Detail for Other, Non-Hispanic

Source: Decennial Census 2010, 2000, American Community Survey 2008-2012
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Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania

AIAN Asian NHOPI

Some Other 

Race

Two or More 

Races

F. Population by Library-Defined Age Groups, 2010

0-5 877,769 598,511 114,480 69,681 1,099 28,332 206 2,515 37,529 95,097

6-10 762,907 544,117 96,186 51,933 1,029 23,643 176 1,944 25,141 70,671

11-13 470,562 342,299 60,140 27,945 635 12,739 90 1,122 13,359 40,178

14-18 870,081 636,617 118,616 45,786 1,267 22,328 180 1,840 20,171 69,062

19-32 2,302,285 1,708,923 280,070 134,275 3,209 90,972 749 4,083 35,262 179,017

33-45 2,084,900 1,629,702 225,201 100,434 3,102 74,180 542 2,399 20,211 129,563

46-64 3,374,568 2,870,178 301,718 96,778 4,830 69,600 592 2,009 19,747 105,894

65-84 1,653,631 1,480,319 114,244 31,423 1,552 22,908 160 504 6,299 27,645

85+ 305,676 283,986 16,436 2,721 186 1,586 20 53 876 2,533

Total 12,702,379 10,094,652 1,327,091 560,976 16,909 346,288 2,715 16,469 178,595 719,660

G. Population by 5-Year Age Cohorts, 2010

0-4 729,538 495,467 95,789 58,425 934 23,336 172 2,121 31,862 79,857

5-9 753,635 533,750 94,608 53,300 959 24,197 174 1,965 26,005 71,977

10-14 791,151 575,709 101,180 47,009 1,100 21,397 169 1,887 22,456 67,253

15-19 905,066 661,263 124,442 48,112 1,345 25,012 209 1,802 19,744 71,249

20-24 874,146 646,079 111,499 49,658 1,227 31,953 263 1,533 14,682 66,910

25-29 781,527 583,815 89,785 46,787 1,069 33,021 257 1,450 10,990 61,140

30-34 729,592 544,838 84,311 43,137 1,010 31,507 244 1,205 9,171 57,306

35-39 764,287 587,662 83,854 41,226 1,114 30,930 186 954 8,042 51,545

40-44 851,382 678,752 89,869 35,420 1,268 25,891 209 811 7,241 47,341

45-49 955,763 786,912 94,941 32,635 1,451 23,460 216 766 6,742 41,275

50-54 984,641 831,432 92,154 28,517 1,480 20,186 180 646 6,025 32,538

55-59 879,048 755,818 75,666 23,959 1,272 17,164 143 464 4,916 23,605

60-64 743,296 648,850 58,313 18,647 942 13,740 113 308 3,544 17,486

65-69 553,002 487,717 41,027 12,899 641 9,536 78 212 2,432 11,359

70-74 426,536 379,053 30,836 8,971 402 6,720 36 131 1,682 7,676

75-79 362,332 326,573 24,567 5,948 304 4,302 28 93 1,221 5,244

80-84 311,761 286,976 17,814 3,605 205 2,350 18 68 964 3,366

85-89 202,117 187,752 10,789 1,842 126 1,083 12 36 585 1,734

90-94 81,403 75,958 4,178 663 47 375 7 15 219 604

95-99 19,646 18,056 1,242 193 9 113 1 2 68 155

100+ 2,510 2,220 227 23 4 15 0 0 4 40

Total 12,702,379 10,094,652 1,327,091 560,976 16,909 346,288 2,715 16,469 178,595 719,660

Hispanic or 

Latino

Total 

Population

White, Non-

Hispanic

Black, Non-

Hispanic

Other, Non-

Hispanic

Detail for Other, Non-Hispanic

Source: Decennial Census 2010, 2000, American Community Survey 2008-2012
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Pennsylvania

N. Class of Worker, 2008-2012

Occupation Estimate Percent

Civilian population age 16 years and over 5,930,125 100.0%

Private, for profit, wage and salary employee 4,070,878 68.6%

Private, not for profit, wage and salary employee 676,006 11.4%

Private, for profit, wage and salary self-employed in own business 167,830 2.8%

Government workers 685,685 11.6%

Self-employed in own not incorporated business 321,277 5.4%

Unpaid family workers in family business 8,449 0.1%

M. Occupation, 2008-2012

Occupation Estimate Percent

Civilian population age 16 years and over 5,930,125 100.0%

Management, professional, and related occupations 2,129,633 35.9%

Service occupations 1,017,441 17.2%

Sales and office occupations 1,468,892 24.8%

Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 24,029 0.4%

Construction, extraction, maintenance, and repair occupations 481,968 8.1%

Production, transportation, and material moving occupations 808,162 13.6%

K. Poverty, 2008-2012

Families Poverty PA

All families 9.1% 9.1%

Families w/ related children 15.3% 15.3%

Female householder, no husband present 28.8% 28.8%

Female householder, no husband present, w/ related children 39.2% 39.2%

All people 13.1% 13.1%

Under 18 years 18.4% 18.4%

18 to 64 years 12.3% 12.3%

65 years and over 8.4% 8.4%

L. Educational Attainment by Race and Ethnicity, 2008-2012

Education Level White, NH Black Other Hispanic Total

Population 25 years and over 7,183,463 823,441 448,253 364,870 8,658,872

Less than high school 9.8% 17.2% 24% 33.3% 11.7%

High school graduate (includes equivalency 38.2% 38.3% 23% 31.6% 37.2%

Some college or associates degree 23.8% 29.5% 19% 21.5% 24.0%

Bachelors degree or higher 28.3% 15.0% 34% 13.6% 27.0%

J. Household Type by Race and Ethnicity, 2008-2012

Household Type White, NH Black, NH Other, NH Hispanic

Total Households 4,176,743 498,966 255,601 195,546

Husband wife family 51.3% 23.8% 45.8% 38.3%

Family with male head, no wife 4.1% 6.7% 7.1% 9.2%

family with female head, no husband 9.3% 31.8% 18.7% 26.7%

Living alone 28.8% 32.1% 20.3% 18.4%

Other nonfamily 6.4% 5.6% 8.0% 7.4%

I. Household Type, 2010

Household Type 2000 2000pct 2010 2010pct

Total Households 4,777,003 100.0% 5,018,904 100.0%

Family Households 3,208,388 67.2% 3,261,307 65.0%

Husband-wife, no children w/children 1,043,071 21.8% 919,067 18.3%

Female head, no husband, w/ children 298,021 6.2% 324,578 6.5%

Male head, no wife, w/ children 89,716 1.9% 108,679 2.2%

Without children 1,777,580 37.2% 1,908,983 38.0%

Nonfamily households 1,568,615 32.8% 1,757,597 35.0%

Living alone 1,320,941 27.7% 1,433,415 28.6%

Other nonfamily 247,674 5.2% 324,182 6.5%

Range (in thousands) Households Pct of Total

<$10K 347,445 7.0%

$10K to <$25K 823,023 16.6%

$25K to <$50K 1,210,701 24.4%

$50K to <$75K 928,256 18.7%

$75K to <$100K 619,468 12.5%

$100K to <$150K 616,082 12.4%

$150K+ 414,658 8.4%

H. Income Distribution, 2008-2012

Source: Decennial Census 2010, 2000, American Community Survey 2008-2012
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